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Tyngsboro and The Ice Age 

In the long history that tells how the earth came to have its 
present surface and its wonderful variety of rocks on and under 
the surface, the last section in the last chapter is The Ice Age. 
Shortly before the coming of the ice, the Merrimack River flowed 
south across the area where now is Tyngsboro. It may be that it 
found its way, not as now on the west side of Curtiss Hill, but 
farther east where now is Lawrence Brook. Its banks were clothed 
with pines and other trees, and in the woods were nesting birds, 
bears, foxes and grouse, as in the early seventeenth century at the 
coming of the white man. With these animals there may have been 
others, strange to us, perhaps woolly mammoths. But there were 
no human beings, no Indians, no men of any race. 

Gradually the climate became a few degrees colder, but the 
transition was so slow that even if there had been men here, a 
lifetime would have been scarcely long enough to notice the change. 
Farther north, in Labrador, it became so cold that the summer 
sun did not melt away 
the winter snow-fall. 
Year after year, cen- 
tury after century, the 
snow  accummulated 
there and packed down 
to ice under its own 
weight. At a depth of 
a imile or more, unable 
to sustain this weight, 
the ice squeezed out at 
its edges, spreading 
farther and _ farther 
while it built deeper 
and deeper at and a- 
round its center, a 
mightly ‘‘continental 
ziacier.” 

If there had been 
inén in Tyngsboro, 
they would have be- 
come aware of an ice 
wall across the country 
to the north; we can 
imagine an old man telling his grandson that the great ice barrier 
was creeping south, for he could remember that when he was a 
boy, it stood more than an arrow flight farther north. Northern 
Europe had a similar expanding ice-cap, and men lived and hunted 
game animals along its border, and fell back to the south as the 
ice advanced. Our hypothetical men of Tyngsboro must have re- 
treated in the same way. 


Across its front and underneath, the slowly advancing ice 
scraped southward a clutter of stones and boulders, sand and gravel, 
mud and clay. This unsorted detritus is called “till’’ Much of it 
was deposited in hollow places underneath the ice. Some of it 
appears now in the great “terminal moraine” of which the backbone 
ridge of Long Island is a conspicuous part. Martha’s Vineyard and 
Nantucket are other parts of this terminal moraine, and it can be 
traced across New Jersey and Pennsylvania and beyond. 


After thousands of years the long cold spell came to an end. 
The ice mass melted faster at the south than it was pushed along 
trom the north; therefore the front retreated northward, though all 
the while the moving ice was bringing till from the north and 
leaving it strewn over the ground. If, as has been conjectured, the 
Merrimack River previously flowed to Boston Bay, then that course 
must have been blocked by till just south of Tyngsboro so that 


Massapoag Pond, looking northwest. Here lies Tyngsboro’s western boundary. (The 
straight mark from left to top is the grade of the now abandoned Nashua, Acton and 
Boston Railroad.) 


when the river resumed its flow at a later time, it was turned far 
east and found its present channel to the sea. 

As to why the climate was colder for a time, nobody knows. 
There are plenty of theories. We are more interested in the fact 
of the ice age, especially as it is made manifest in and about our 
home town. But before we restrict attention to this comparatively 
narrow region, notice that there are now three ice-caps in existence 
like that which once covered New England; they are in Antarctica, 
Greenland and south mainland Alaska. If you want to know the 
appearance and behavior of our Labrador-New England ice-cap in 
its prime, visit one of those places. 

I have emphasized the gradualness of the coming and going of 
the ice, but there was considerable irregularity. During the retreat, 
there were occasional halts and re-advances. Each of these caused 
its own moraine; “recessional moraines” they are called. Cape Cod 
is supposed to be a recessional moraine, formed by a lobe of ice 
that pushed across the ocean floor from Maine. Thus, everywhere, 
the area that had been 
under the ice was left 
strewn with stones of 
every size up to that of 
the well-known hun- 
dred foot boulder in 
Madison, New Hamp- 
shire. 

If you were to find 
a big sandstone bould- 
er on a wide granite 
ledge in Virginia, 
would it surprise you? 
Such a thing would be 
an extremely rare oc- 
currence there, but 
here in New England 
there are thousands of 
stones and boulders ac 
rest on or above ledgv. 
of different rock sub- 
stance. They were 
scraped south by the 
continentad glacier, 
and therefore, here in the north, they may be found apart 
from their parent ledges; indeed the scientific name “erratic,” 
means wanderer. In New England some of the erratics have been 
built into our stone walls; in Quebec one sees them gathered in 
great piles in the fields. Some of the larger ones were relied on by 
the early settlers as boundary markers, as for example, the big 
boulder near the junction of Bryant Lane with Middlesex Road, 
easily seen from the highway. From a time long before the New 
Nashua Road (now Middlesex Road) was established, this boulder 
has been a focal point for the boundary lines of the fields around it. 
Tray Table Rock is another erratic; it stands close by the highway 
on the east side of Mascopic Lake and marks a corner in the line 
between Tyngsboro and Dracut. At Montauk Point the lighthouse 
stands on the terminal moraine; far below it the ocean waves have 
washed out the smaller particles, leaving a grand jumble of vari- 
colored erratics as big as barrels. Most of them can be identified 
with the ledges in Connecticut from which the glacier wrenched 
them away. In the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, which is on the 
terminal moraine, about thirty erratics have been marked with 
bronze plates telling whence they came, some from as far north as 
Albany. Erratics left on Mount Washington prove that the ice 
overrode its summit. 

(Continued on Page Two) 
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Tyngsboro and The Ice Age 
(Continued from Page One) 


Stones and gravel frozen in the under side of the southward 
moving ice scratched grooves in the ledges; “glacial striae” they 
are called. It can scarcely be doubted that there are such marks 
exposed in Tyngsboro, but, to my regret, I cannot tell you where 
they are. They are abundant all around the town, as for example 
near the Highland Congregational Church at the south end of South 
Canton Street, just a few steps off Westford Street, in Lowell. All 
over New England these striae extend in the same general direc- 
tion, from a little west of north to a little east of south. A good 
piace to look for them in Tyngsboro would be where the ledge has 
been uncovered recently, as by road-work; some ledge rock that 
has been exposed a long time has weathered enough to erase the 
marks; but a cover of till protects them. Not only did the stones 
scratch the ledges, but the ledges scratched the stones. I have 
several such “glaciated pebbles” as they are called; one, fist size, 
I picked up in my back yard. 


While the continental glacier lay across Tyngsboro, its surface 
ice melted under the summer sun and the melt-water worked down 
through cracks and formed rivers in tunnels on the ground under 
the ice. These rivers deposited gravel in their beds and flowed high 
on these beds under correspondingly high roofs of ice. These gravel 
beds are seen today as “eskers,’ long ridges extending in a general 
north-south direction. At the ice front in Alaska, one sees streams 
of dirty water gushing from the mouths of the tunnels. The ridge 
in Massapoag Pond (shown in the accompanying picture) is an 
esker. Another esker extends north and south on the west side of 
lint Pond. A beautiful specimen, easily accessible for examination, 
may be seen in Hadwen Park in the south part of Worcester’ city, 
Or, go a mile east from Carlisle Station and turn north toward 
Hart Pond and South Chelmsford village and you will be going 
beside a fine esker on your left (west). Covered with trees, its 
character may not be apparent, but scramble up its steep slope and 
you will find yourself on a narrow north-south ridge, as steep on 
the one side as the other. In Maine there are eskers which can be 
traced a distance of fifty or a hundred mules. 


After the ice had departed, there was left a jumble of soil, 
sand, gravel and stones, forming many pits and hollows, great and 
smail. Many of these depressions have been broken. out on their 
sides by erosion or filled by deposition, but many others are now 
occupied by ponds and lakes. Look at any large scale detatied map 
of a part of New England and compare it was such a map oi a 
part of Georgia. Where there are a hundred ponds in the one, there 
are none or oniy one or two in the other. Of course there are 
places in the south where lakes are numerous, as around Lakeland 
and Orlando in central Florida. We would cail them ponds. ‘Lhey 
are formed by the collapse of the roots ot limestone caverns; gen- 
erally they are nearly round and have abrupt margins, in contrast 
with the irregular shore lines and marshy or sandy beaches of our 
ponds. 


Did you know of a “desert” in Tyngsboro? On Thoreau’s third 
day trom home, rowing north, as he tells in his “Week on the 
Concord and Merrimack itxivers, “We passed a smail desert here 
on the east bank, between Tyngsboro’ and Hudson...” » The 
author goes on to explain that this desert had been a cultivated 
held, but its soil cover was broken at the bank so the wind had 
gotten at the underlying sand and had widened the sand-area to 
fifteen acres. There are other such places along the river farther 
north. Of course that sand could not have been there before the ice 
age, for the ice would have scraped it away to the south. How 
came all that sand there since the ice age? 


The ocean level relatively to the land changed during and 
subsequently to the ice age. At the greatest extent of the contin- 
ental glaciers, compared to now, three hundred feet deep of ocean 
water had been evaporated by the sun and dropped as snow and 
packed down to ice in those glaciers. That made the ocean level 
correspondingly lower. On the other hand, the enormous weight of 
ice on the land had pressed it down to a lower level. After the ice 


age the depleted ocean was refilled and the depressed land rose 


again. But of course these changes did not coincide in time, and at 
one stage their resultant was such that ocean water entered the 
lower Merrimack valley, making it an estuary. Thoreau’s desert 
was formed as a delta or flood plain at the corresponding ocean 
level. On the way to Milford, New Hampshire, on State Route 
101A, one crosses a sandy plain which was formed in the same 
manner and at about the same time as Thoreau’s desert. Another 
familiar example is the “Desert of Maine,” where the sand has been 
blown into dunes. The advertisements of this desert along U.S. 
i,oute 1 are out of all proportion to its size. 


But not every sand plain in New England is a marine delta. 
Before the ice age, the present upper valley of the Nashua River 
was drained by Stony Brook to the Merrimack. When the ice 
front lay across that valley north of Clinton and south of Ayer, it 
walled in a fresh water lake to the south; if one goes to Clinton 
on Massachusetts State Road 110, he crosses a sandy plain which 
was a delta plain in that fresh water lake. At a later stage, till left 
by the glacier formed a dam across the upper Stony Brook valley, 
and thereupon the Nashua River found its present channel north- 
ward as we know it today. 


Massapoag Pond, shown in the picture, was formed by a till 
dam across its north end so high that it barred outflow there; 
accordingly, at a higher level than now the lake drained from a 
place on its east side and through the valley of Black Brook, 
around to a place a half mile west of Dunstabie village and north 
from there. However, an early settler trenched across the tiil-dam 
to get water for his mill, and not long thereafter the water got 
away and notched down across the dam, establishing the present 
outlet at the lower level of the lake. There are places where one 
can see the former shore line at its higher level. 


Sometimes the consequences of meddling with old till dams 
were more serious. In the town of Glover, Vermont, there lay a 
pond several miles long in a north-south valiey. it was coniined by 
a till-dam at its north end, and drained south. Down the valley to 
the north was a mill that needed more water. On a certain day, 
laboring a few hours, men trenched across the tili-dam, whereupon 
the escaping waters, in contempt of their puny efforts, snatched the 
task from them and cut their trench down to bed-rock. he flood 
destroyed the mili and the homes around it. The site is “inunaway 
Pond” on present day maps. 


Some of the smaller depressions left in the till were not filied 
by water; they are called “kettles.” There are several smail kettles 
in the woods less than a quarter mile from Kendall Koad opposite 
the home of Mr. Joseph Mitchell. Lhere is a grand kettie, more 
than a half mile across, located within two miles east of the village 
of Gray, Maine. Many or most kettles are believed to have been 
formed by the lodgement of great chunks of ice that were delayed 
in melting by heat insulating blankets ot til. Eventually, when 
those ice chunks had melted, their places were left as kettles. 


Rowing on to the north in his excursion already mentioned, 
Thoreau came to “potholes” in the ledge rock bed of the Merrimacix 
ixiver at Manchester. He understood and described their mode oi 
formation, how eddying fails of water laden with gravel and stones 
had ground out these cup-like depressions in the ledge. In his dis- 
cursive way, he mentioned other potholes at Canaan, “on the height 
of land between the Merrimack and Connecticut, and nearly a 
thousand feet above these rivers.’ He marveled at such a strange 
location. Thoreau wrote at a time before the explanation of the ice 
age had been formulated by Agassiz. ‘here is a pothole at what 
is indeed the height of land between the two rivers, though it is 
not in Canaan but is a mile over the line in Orange. When the ice 
front lay across where now is Canaan, it walled in a lake which 
drained south through the notch where the railroad goes to White 
River Junction, with U.S. Route 4 squeezed close beside it. The 
railroad is in a cut in the ledge that slices away half of a pothole 
six feet in diameter and ten feet deep; | conjecture that it is one 
of those referred to by Thoreau. 


(Continued on Page Ten) 
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Treasurer’s Report for the Year Ending Oct. 31, 1948 


RECEIPTS 
Balance October 31, 1947 $ 669.38 
Membership Dues 61.00 
Advertising receipts 1948, V. I. A. Annual 154.50 
Tickets and Sale of Food at Annual Banquet 38.80 
Receipts from Fair: 
Fancy Table $ 25.23 
Children’s Table 28.59 
Gift Table 42.64 
Farmer’s Table 8.59 
Flower Table 30.95 
Candy Table 65.57 
Door, 2 nights 159.85 
Supper, 1 night 114.95 
476.37 
Interest on Savings deposits 4.18 
$1,404.23 
PAYMENTS 
Playground 1946 Se 2236 
Annual Banquet 1947 57.80 
Fall Cleanup Day, 1947 33.67 
Spring Cleanup Day 1948 46.25 
Printing V. I. A. Annual 240.80 
Wiring Christmas Tree at Town Hall 20.00 
Advertising in Fireman’s Ball program 5.00 
Expense of Fair March 18-19 
Play Books $ 31.49 
Decorations 2.94 
Costumes 6.00 
Tickets 3.00 
Supper Expense 110.45 
Dishes Oe 
Candy Table 16.73 
Internal Revenue on Admission 26.69 
Advertising 4.50 
208.37 
Postage 2.00 
Service Charge on Bank Acc'’t. 6.83 
Ball Park Repairs 248.05 
Total Payments $ 881.13 
Cash Balance October 31, 1948 523.10 
$1,404.23 
Total assets as follows :- 
Cash on hand October 31, 1948 none 
Union National Bank Checking Account $ 46.99 
Union National Bank Savings Account 137.14 
Lowell Institution for Savings 190.97 
U. S. Bond (Purchased June 14, 1941) at cost 148.00 
$523.10 


Respectfully submitted, 
Roscoe C. Turner 
Treasurer 


November 8, 1948 


I have examined the foregoing account and find it correct and 
cash balance as stated. 
Raymond W. Sherburne 
Auditor 


Executive Committee Report 

The V.1I. A. Executive Committee met at the homes of com- 
mittee members, consisting of Clarence A. Carkin, chairman, Mrs. 
Carkin, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Farrow and Mr. and Mrs. Leroux 
Dupuis. 

The V.I. A. held a successful fair under the direction of com- 
mittee members on March 18 and 19, A four-act play under the 
direction of Mrs. Harry Littlehale was presented both nights. A 
turkey supper was served the second night, under the direction of 
the committee, with Mrs. Lyle Carter and Mrs. Marjorie Sampley 
in charge of the dining room. The committees for the fair were as 
follows: 


Decorations—Mr. and Mrs. Carkin 

Flower table—Mrs. Bertrand Currier 

Fancy table—Mrs. Charles Haley 

Farmers tables—George Shipley and Chester Queen 

Novelty table-—-Mrs. Kaymond Sherburne 

Children’s table—Mrs. Perley Knight and Mrs. Laura Shipley 
Candy table—Mrs. Norman Sherburne and Mrs. Maxwell 
Sherburne 


During the year several projects were conducted. The main 
project was extensive work on the ball park, under the supervision 
of Mr. Ernest Wilkins. An amount of money was donated for 
Christmas lights on the tree in front of the Town Hall. Salt and 
pepper shakers were purchased for the town hall kitchen. 

Clean-up days were sponsored in both spring and” fall under 
the supervision of John E. Riley. 

Clarence A. Carkin 


The First Parish Church 


The First Parish Church, closed during January and lebruary, 
reopened March 6th and welcomes all attendants. The church 
should be a strong and sustaining influence in the life of everyone, 
particularly in these troubled and trying times. 

The First Parish Society is endeavoring to complete the re- 
pairs so needed on this old town landmark. Any help trom towns- 
people will be very gratefully received. 

Parish Committee, 
First Parish Church 


The Ladies Aid Alliance, First Parish Church 


The Alliance year of 1948-9 has been an interesting and profit- 
abie one, with business and program meetings the nrst and third 
‘thursdays of each month, excepting July and August. 

The subjects of the program meetings have been varied and 
interesting. Several all day sewing meetings have been held, and 
under the ethcient sewing committee, much work accomplished for 
the benefit of the church renovation fund. 

The Social Service committee reports contributions of cash, 
clothing and food to worthy causes at home and abroad. 

‘Lhe usual activities have been carried on—the May breakiast, 
December sale, and Christmas party. Members enjoyed a picnic at 
Baboosic Lake, and added substantially to the treasury by food 
sales and a whist party. Further funds were received trom the sales 
tabie at the Antiques Show held in the town hail, space being con- 
tributed through the courtesy of the sponsor, Mrs. Kuth Boucher. 


Evangelical Congregational Church 

This church has fellowship with the Congregational-Christian 
churches which represents a union of the Congregational and the 
Christian denominations. A national merger of the Congregational- 
Christian church with the Evangelical and Reformed church is 
being realized. The merged church will be called “the United 
Church of Christ.” There will be no change in the local church in 
any way. It will be a United Church of Christ-Evangelical Con- 
gregational Church. 

The past year has been marked by a change in policy. In place 
of a part-time student minister, a full-time, fully-trained and ex- 
perienced minister has been called. The church is carrying on with 
enlarged congregations and increased membership. 

Wm. F. Slade, Pastor. 
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Tynesborough Historical Society 


The Society can report a considerable gain in membership dur- 
ing 1948 and would like to extend a cordial invitation to any resi- 
dent of Tyngsborough or Dunstable interested in the objectives of 
the Society to become a member. 

Under the guidance of Mrs. Franklin Hammond, Mrs. Milton 
Estabrook, and Mrs. Elden I. Staples, a series of varied and worth- 
while programs were presented. In April a costume tea-party was 
held at the home of Mrs. Wm. J. A. Bailey. The ladies, in lovely 
gowns of yesteryear, told the history of their costumes and of the 
cups and silver from which they later sipped tea. 

A pleasant musical evening was enjoyed at “Holiday Farm,” 
the-home of Mrs. Reginald Vernet. Selections were given by Mr. 
and Mrs. H. O. Thwing of Reading, Mr. Merrill Little and Mr. 
Freeman Spindell of this town. Silver contributions were made for 
the Schoolhouse Restoration Fund. 

Mrs. Milton Estabrook was hostess in June at her home. Mrs. 
Leroy Shaw of Arlington, an expert on flower arrangement, dem- 
onstrated methods of producing very artistic effects in color and 
form, with flowers and foliage in various containers. Mrs. Esta- 
brook’s fine stenciling was also much admired. 

In September at the home of Mrs. Chester H. Queen, Mr. 
Walter Douglas, of Dunstable, gave a most interesting talk and 
showed some of the miniature colonial furniture which he has con- 
structed with absolute fidelity of line and proportion to selected 
rare museum pieces. 

Mr. Paul Sargent was the speaker of the evening in October, 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Elden I. Staples. He gave a very 
instructive talk on “Indian Relics.” He showed many stone imple- 
ments and told how they were made and used. Many of them were 
found locally. The oldest part of the Staples House was built more 
than 200 years ago and was known as the Blodgett Garrison House 
where Indians were a dreaded foe. 

In November the third annual exhibition was well presented, 
under the leadership of Miss Anna F. Eliot, at the Littlefield Li- 
brary, with all of the Winslow School children as guests. Emphasis 
was put upon some of the home crafts which were an Eoooual part 
of family life a century and more ago. 

In January Mrs. Freeman Spindell gave a fine talk on ““Cameos 
and Other Antique Jewelry,’ which was well illustrated by lovely 
examples of uncut shell, heirloom pieces and gems of modern art- 
istry. 

At the invitation of Mrs. Theodore Boucher, who conducted 
a three day Antique Show at the Town Hall, in December, a small 
exhibition composed of pieces loaned by members of the Society 
was well arranged by Mrs. Franklin Hammond. A sale of donated 
articles on the same occasion was quite successful. 

The work of collecting data relative to town history is contin- 
uing: Through gifts of old scrap books, clippings, records, diaries, 
deeds etc., information is gathered that might otherwise be lost. 
The Society is very grateful to the donors of gifts of both papers 
and articles received during the past year. 

Bertha M. Turner 


The Value of Church Buildings 


It has been said that a church building in a town adds to the 
value of real estate. Many people would not live in a community 
without a church because of its moral influence. The church build- 
ing has worth for those who worship in it and make use of it. But 
for everyone, the emphasis upon its value as a reminder of God is 
all-important now when strong forces are at work in the world to 
destroy faith in God. 

The Hebrew travelling through the wilderness prepared a 
tabernacle, a portable tent, which symbolized the presence of Je- 
hovah. It was a place of which they could think and say, “God is 
there.” After the conquest of Canaan and the settlement of the 
land they erected a temple, a permanent place with the same 
thought in mind, “God is there.” Although we believe that God is 
not confined to churches, temples, cathedrals and synagogues, but 
that God is everywhere, it is needful to have a localized place which 
is a reminder of God. 


The seer of Patmos, in his vision recorded in the Book of Rev- 
elation, saw no temple in the future city when the Kingdom of God 
had come. Then everyone will be aware of God everywhere. Until 
then we need the church building with its steeple pointing upward, 
suggesting a superior power above the world. 

Communism denies the existence of God and so has a militant 
hatred for the basic truths upon which this nation is founded, and 
without which it cannot endure. These basic truths are “that each 
and every human being is a child of God, created in His image 
and likeness; that he gets his fundamental rights from God, not 
from the State, and that the chief purpose of the State as affirmed 


. in the Declaration of Independence, is to protect the individual in 


those God-given rights.” 

In the older New England towns all the. inhabitants were 
obliged to support the church. Today, all the inhabitants of a town 
should voluntarily support some church, as an institution that main- 
tains these basic truths. Whatever other value the church building 
may have, it is valuable for this—a constant reminder that belief in 
God is the necessary truth at the foundation of our government, 
even as it is inscribed upon our coins, “In God we trust”. 


Wm. Franklin Slade 


Ladies Social Circle of the Evangelical Church 


The Ladies Social Circle meets the first Wednesday of every 
month. During 1948 we had eleven meetings, seven at the homes of 
members, two at the church and two at the Town Hall. 

The Spring and Fall Sales were held as usual; also five Bean 
suppers and the Memorial Day dinner. We had a sales table at the 
Antique Show in December. These activities were all successful 
financially. At the Spring Fair, the Circle sponsored the exhibition 
of the Girls 4-H Clubs. 

The Ladies paid their church pledge of $200. We have pur- 
chased chairs and dishes and have had the kitchen repaired and 
enlarged and installed new lights. 

We have sent cards, fruit, flowers and plants to those in the 
parish when ill or shut in, also at Easter and Christmas and in 
time of sorrow. 

Three of our members passed away during the year:- Mrs. 
Gertrude Marshall, Mrs. Annie Harlow and Mrs. Alice Collier. 

Our pledge to the church for 1949 is $250. The officers are as 
follows: 


President: Mrs. Lillian W. Pineo 

Vice-President: Mrs. Ethel Sherburne 

Treasurer: Mrs. Maude Currier 

Secretary: Mrs. Edith Bell 

Directresses: Mrs. Lottie Haley, Mrs. Blanche Coles and Mrs. 
Viola Whelan 

Remembrance: Mrs. Maude Coburn 

Housekeepers: Mrs. Edith Bell, Mrs. Blanche Coles. 


Respectfully submitted, ‘ 
Lillian W. Pineo, President 


Industrious Club 


The Industrious Club is a branch of the Middlesex County 
Extension Service, and we had a class in cooking with one of their 
Leaders this Fall. 

We hold regular meetings on the second Thursday of each 
month—meeting at the homes of the different members, dinner at 
noon by the hostess and her assistants. 

Sewing, crocheting, etc. is done during the day. The officers 
are: Louise Downs, President; Ethel Sherburne, Vice-President 
and Ethel Sargent, Secretary and Treasurer. We give donations to 
the Red Cross, Community Chest and Children’s Hospital, also send 
flowers and cards to the sick. 

We have held regular meetings during the year, and in Sep- 
tember we met at the White Gobbler, had dinner and our meeting, 
also in October we met at the Blue Moon, had dinner and our 
meeting. There are twenty-nine members. We have no dues, but a 
floral collection is taken. New members and visitors are always 
welcome. 

Ethel Sargent, Secretary 
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Evangelical Woman’s Club 


The Evangelical Woman’s Club has completed.a very busy and 
successiul year, the fourth of its existence. Several new residents 
have been welcomed as members. 


Nine of the meetings have taken place at the homes of mem- 
bers. An annual banquet and picnic replaced two and one was held 
-at the Tyngsboro Country Club. This was guest night with an out 
of town foreign correspondent as speaker. Barbara Spindell, pro- 
gram chairman, supplied a fine variety of programs at all meetings. 
These proved educational as well as entertaining. 


During the year the club has conducted five bean suppers, a 
smorgasbord supper and catered for the local antique show in 
December. 


The tea took place early in December as usual. 


During the time the parsonage was unoccupied it was house- 
cleaned and some repairs were made. Our church pledge was 
doubled over the previous year and a sum was contributed toward 
the furnace. 


The project of preparing a cookbook was undertaken. The 
book is to be completed and published in the spring of. 1949. 


The officers elected for 1949 are as follows: 

President, Helen Lustig 
- Vice-President, Ruth MacAskill 
Secretary, Marie Allgrove 

Treasurer, Marjorie Dupuis 

Program Chairman, Frances Gray 
Remembrance Chairman, Avis Clarke 
Finance Chairman, Evelyn Hartford 


Respectfully submitted, 
Blanche L. Clarke 
Secretary 748 


The Robert D. Pelletier Post 247 A. L. 
1949 OFFICERS 


Commander—Harvey Pineo 

Senior Vice-Commander—Leroux Dupuis 
Junior Vice-Commander—Robert Duff 
Adjutant—George Bell 

Finance Officer—Charles Coburn 
Chaplain—Kenneth Dodge 
Sergeant-at-Arms—Robert Desmarais 
Historian--Henry La France, Jr. 
Auditor—John Lewis 

Service Officer—William Doyle 
Athletic Officer—Robert McCarthy 

Regular meetings are held at the Legion quarters over the 
firehouse, on the first and third Thursdays of each month. 

March 1948 — March 1949 

Early last spring the Post voted to sponsor a baseball team 
and did so with the help of the Village Improvement Association, 
who reconditioned Wicasse Field, and the Tyngsboro Liquor Deal- 
“ers Association, who uniformed the team. 

In April members of the Post acted as guards and escorts at 
the military funeral of Marine Private Wesley Davis, Jr. 

‘In October a Hallowe’en party was held for the children at 
the Town Hall. Despite overcrowded conditions at the party the 
children all had a great time. Pians have been made to have separ- 
ate parties for the different age-groups next Hallowe’en in order 
to avoid the difficulties which arose at the last party. 

In November, following the election of officers, the Post held 
their first annual Thanksgiving Whist Party. 

In December the Post shared the expense of lighting the town 
Christmas tree with the Lions Club, Grange, V.1.A., and the 
Winslow School children, 

During the winter months several members donated to the 
blood bank in Lowell. 

In February the Third Annual Minstrel Show was held. The 
show, with Mrs. Carl Gray as director, was a huge success. ; 


Also in February members of the Post served as guards and 
escorts at the military funeral of Air Corps Lt. Howard Fay 

A donation was made to the Winslow School for playground 
equipment. 

A “building fund” has been set up by the Post and we have 
hopes of owning our own quarters in the not-too-distant future 

Our Ways and Means Committee is at present drawing up a 
set of by-laws for the Post and it is also in the process of cbtaining 
a permanent charter for the Post quarters. 

The Robert D. Pelletier Post 247 A.L. wishes to thank the 
townspeople and all others who have so wholeheartedly taken part 
in supporting our activities this past year. 

The Post cordially invites any veteran who is not at present a 
member to join us in the effort to build a strong Post, useful to the 
community. 2 

George A. Bell, Adjutant 


Robert D. Pelletier Post No. 247 A. L. Auxiliary 


The Meetings of the Auxiliary are held on the second and 
fourth Mondays of the month. The Officers are: 


President: Mrs. Yvonne Wilkins 

Senior Vice-President: Mrs. Dorothea Jordan 

Junior Vice-President: Mrs. Mary Flanders 
Secretary: Mrs. Carolyne Mauritson 

Treasurer: Mrs. Ethel Ahearn a; 

Chaplain: Mrs. Gertrude LaFrance 

Historian: Mrs. Ruth Choate 

Sergeant-at-Arms: Mrs. Daisy Wilkins 

Executive Committee: Mrs. Bertha Knight, Mrs. Eva 
Jordan, Mrs. Mary Kenney 


In May of each year we hold a Poppy Day, the proceeds to be 
used for Rehabilitation and Child Welfare. On Memorial Day we 
participate in the activities planned by the Legion. 

While the Auxiliary was formed to promote the work of the 
Legion and to help them gain their objectives, they also contribute 
to other organizations such as Red Cross, March of Dimes, Com- 
munity Chest, etc. 

We welcome any new members. 


Carolyne Mauritson, Secrétary 


Girls 4-H Club 


There are two 4-H Clothing Clubs in Tyngsboro, 

Last February we attended a Rally in Lowell, at which the 
Clover Club girls won a Blue Ribbon in the singing contest. 

In the Spring posters were made showing the various projects 
the 4-H clubs have—these were displayed in store windows in town. 

‘In April, through the Ladies Circle of the Evangelical Church, 
we were able to have an exhibition of the work done by the girls, 
at which time Mrs. Cossette Kane and Miss Nancy Pierson judged 
the dresses, aprons and skirts and awarded ribbons. Through the 
kindness of the Ladies a cash donation was made and this was 
divided into four cash awards given as honorable mention. 

After the judging the awards of pins and certificates were 
made to the girls and their leaders. 

County Girls day was held in Concord in June at which time 
the Blue Ribbon winners took their dresses to compete in the 
County exhibition. The girls modeled their dresses in the Fashion 
Show in the afternoon. Although they did not win any awards the 
day, was well spent as seeing the dresses, suits, and coats other 
girls in the same age group had made gave them inspiration to 
“make their best better.” 

There were over 500 girls from Middlesex County there and 
after lunch a tour of the Historical Shrines were made and was 
enjoyed by all. : 

We wish at this time to thank the Ladies Circle of the Evan- 
gelical Church for their kindness to us last spring, also to Mr. 
Charles Little who helped a great deal in making our trip to 
Concord a pleasant memory. 


Respectfully, 
Mrs. James A. Dingle, Mrs. Fred Choate 
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Middlesex Health Association 


The Tyngsboro Tuberculosis Committee wishes to report a 
very successful Christmas seal drive, surpassing appreciably any 
previous record. 

Half of the proceeds of this campaign goes to the Middlesex 
Health Association for extensive State and Federal work in Re- 
search and Education. The remaining half of the proceeds remains 
in the community and is administered by the local committee. Patch 
tests were administered to all new pupils at Winslow School. A 
positive test indicates that tuberculosis may be present and in such 
cases more extensive tests are made. 

Several sets of health textbooks for the three upper grades 
have been purchased, as well as a two year subscription to “Hygia.” 
Also a contribution was made toward the purchase of a slide and 
film strip projector. This has proved of great help to the teachers 
in the visual aid side of education. It is hoped to gradually increase 
this library of film strips. 

A scholarship fund was established this year which enabled 
Mrs. Helen Dwyer to take an interesting summer course at Boston 
University. 

The committee takes this opportunity to thank its many friends 
in the community for their generous support. 


Mrs. Curtis Lustig, Chairman; Mrs. Wilford Whiteley, 
Sec.-Treas.; Mrs. Milton Estabrook, Mrs. John Ekstrom, 
Mrs. Catherine Lambert, Miss Irene Mitchell, Mrs. Max- 
well Sherburne, Mrs. F. Kenfield Smith. 


Dr. Frederick D. Lambert 


Dr. Lambert was born in Lowell, the son of Henry A. and 
Sarah (Corliss) Lambert, and educated in the Lowell schools. He 
was colonel of the Lowell high school regiment in 1894-95. While 
a student at the Mass. Institute of Technology he was captain of 
Company A, of the First Corps of Cadets. Dr. Lambert received 
degrees of Ch.B and M.D. from Boston University School of 
Medicine, and an M.D. degree from Harvard University Medical 
School. He served as house surgeon at the Boothby Hospital in 
Boston from 1899 to 1900. The doctor started practicing in Salem in 
1901, remaining until 1908. While there he was surgeon in the 
Essex County Hospital. He was commodore of the Salem Yacht 
Club in 1901 and 1902. 


Coming to Tyngsborough in 1908, he practiced here until the 
time of his death. He has been medical inspector of the Winslow 
School: a trustee of the Littlefield Library: president in 1911 and 
again in 1917: and a member of the executive board of the Village 
Improvement Association. 


Dr. Lambert was a member of the American Medical Associa- 
tion; member of the governing council of the Mass. Medical Society 
since 1937; president of the Middlesex North District Medical So- 
ciety in 1937 and 1938: member of the M. I. T. and Harvard Alumni 
associations, Alpha Sigma and Sigma Chi Beta fraternities, and has 
been listed in Who’s Who in New England since 1915. 


Surviving are the doctor’s widow, the former Catharine Cray- 
ath Whitaker; four sons: Commander Richard H. Lambert, 
U.S.N., Commander David Lambert, U.S.N., Lt. Cmdr. Corliss 
B. Lambert, U.S. Coast Guard and Robert D. Lambert of this 
town; a brother, Dr. John H. Lambert of Lowell; and eight 
grandchildren, 


Bird Notes 


When “the time of the singing of birds is come,’ Winslow 
School pupils joyously greet the May mornings when, accompanied 
by their teachers and other leaders, they sally forth to look and 
listen for the spring sights and sounds. 


For the past six years the route has followed the Old Nashua 
(now Farwell) Road, which, with its varied terrain, woods, pas- 
tures, river valley meadows and shrub filled roadsides, has yielded 
all the usual varieties of birds, as well as several rare migrants. 
The Fifth grade, in temporary domicile in Dunstable, compiled a 
satisfactory list of thirty four species in the territory adjacent to 
the school. 


Prizes were given six girls and ten boys for a total of thirty 
three occupied bird houses, and small awards went to one hundred 
and thirty seven pupils for lists of birds observed and identified. 


Short papers on Bird Behavior, based on personal observation, 
were read at the combined Educational Aid and Bird Night of 
Tyngsborough Grange, which sponsors school bird work. Authors 
of the papers chosen were Jocelyn Greene, Herbert Shipley, John 
Lewis, Jr., Janet Dingle, Pauline Gagnon and Richard McCaffrey. 
An Audubon Bird Chart was presented to the school. 


The Grange Committee acknowledges with appreciation the 
continued cooperation of the Winslow staff. 
Anna F, Elliott 


The Playground 


The summer playground was conducted for five weeks, with a 
daily attendance of 40 to 75 children. There were two junior as- 
sistants each day—Constance Sargent, Vera Bell, Sylvia Sherburne, 
Ruth Wilkins, Muriel Cumming, Nancy Farrow, Janet Clarke and 
Claudia Bell. Adult helpers were Mrs. Jalbert, Mrs. Ames, Mrs. 
Little, Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Lustig, Mrs. Avis Clarke and Mrs. 
Engel. Miss Elliott also was present with her splendid support 
throughout the season. 


Swings and slide were in constant use, and the sessions ended 
with group games in which most of the children participated. 
Handicrafts were popular with all ages. Mrs. Carl Chaney of 
Dunstable was a welcome visitor, with her valuable lessons in clay 
modeling. Mrs. Milton Estabrook demonstrated flower arrange- 
ments. The attention given to her informative talk was evidenced 
in the attractive displays at the flower show, where prizes were 
awarded for several classes of very creditable exhibits. 


The treasure hunt, with gifts hidden in far corners of the 
playground, was enjoyed by the very young as well as the older 
group. There was great variety and originality displayed at the 
costume party, when the children acted as judges and prizes given 
on their decision. At the auction with playground members acting 
as auctioneers, enough money was realized to buy ice cream and 
punch for the closing “Party Day.” 


Thanks are expressed to the townspeople who contributed 
material and prizes throughout the season. 


Ruth Choate, Director 
Catharine W. Lambert, Anna F. Elliott, Committee 


Dr. Frederick D. Lambert 


The community has sustained an irreparable loss with the 
passing of Frederick D. Lambert. Unusually well equipped by na- 
ture and training for his chosen profession, he served his adopted 
town with distinction. For forty years he ministered to the resi- 
dents of Tyngsborough and Dunstable with unceasing devotion to 
the many demands of a widely scattered and diverse population. 


With a New England conscience, and its uncompromisingly 
high standards, he willingly expended himself for the furtherance 
of every beneficial public movement. 


The Gratitude of the many who were benefitted in body and 
spirit by never failing skill and wise counsel is a fitting memorial 
to a fine example of a cherished—but diminishing—institution— 
The Country Doctor. 
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Tyngsboro Parent-Teacher Association 


The Winslow School Parent-Teacher Association holds regu- 
lar monthly meetings at the school on the first Tuesday of each 
month. The meetings are well attended, with both parents and 
teachers much interested in the welfare of the children. 


The annual exhibit of the school work was held in connection 
with the May meeting. The school, with its attractively arranged 
display of work, was visited by a large number of people, interested 
in seeing the accomplishments of the children. Tea and cookies 
were served by the eighth grade girls. 


Later a prize, donated by a citizen of the town, was awarded 
to the first grade for having the most interesting room. 


At this meeting the officers for the coming year, as recom- 
mended by the nominating committee, were unanimously elected as 
follows: 

Mrs. Frances Gray, President 
Mrs. Arline Dupras, Vice-President 
Mrs. Helen Dwyer, Secretary 
Mrs. Willa Singleton, Treasurer 
Mrs. Gray announced the following heads of committees : 


Mrs. Helen Betz, Hospitality 
Mrs. Betty Vernet, Ways and Means 
Mrs. Nora Derbyshire, Program 


In June the P. T. A. sponsored a cook-out for the graduating 
class. This was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Ashley 
and was a great success. 

At the 1948-1949 meetings several interesting speakers were 
presented by the program committee. 

A jungle gym has been purchased by the P. T. A. for the play- 
ground and is very popular with the children. In conjunction with 
the County Board of Health a slide projector has recently been 
presented to the school to be used as a visual aid in connection 
with regular classroom work. 

In 1947-1948 a prize for bringing in the most members was 
awarded to grade three, and for 1948-1949 to grade six. 

The P.T.A. is open for membership to everybody in town 
and all are urged to attend the meetings and assist in promoting 
the interests of these children of today who will become the citizens 
of tomorrow. 

Mrs. Helen Dwyer, Secretary 


'yngsborough Girl Scout Troop 29 
March 1948 — March 1949 


The Girl Scouts had their weekly meetings at the Town Hall 
throughout the Spring months. Besides the Leader, Mrs. Warren 
Allgrove, and Assistant Leader, Mrs. Grace Stratton, instructors 
were Mrs. Forrest Ames, Miss Anna Elliott, Miss Janet Clarke, 
and Mrs. Christina Bell. 

In the fall the Girl Scouts reorganized under Miss Dorothy 
Harris, leader, and Mrs. Virginia Bostick, assistant leader. In- 
structors who helped with badge work are Mrs. Warren Allgrove, 
Mrs. Christina Bell and Mrs. Forrest Ames. The girls now meet 
in the Winslow School. 

There are about twenty-four girls engaged in Scouting and 
they have earned merit badges in these fields—cooking, sewing, 
home-management, child care, design, dramatics, ballet dancing, 
painting and drawing, and cat and dog care. 

In December the girls went to Pepperell to see the presenta- 
tion of the “Snow Queen” at the invitation of the Dunstable Girl 
Scouts. 

Miss Elliott has personally conducted several hikes and a 
“cook-out.” 

Miss Jane Parker of the Extension Service visited the troop 
bringing her Christmas Kit, and also giving suggestions as to the 
use of Christmas greens. 

Miss Katherine ‘ousey of the Audubon Society addressed the 
group, and presented a movie about common birds found in New 
fngland. 

The Girl Scouts sold ribbons, and gift wrapping, and ran a 
food sale to raise money. Later they will sell Girl Scout cookies. 


The girls and their leaders want to thank those people in the 
town who have given so generously of their time to help along the 
Girl Scout work. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dorothy E. Harris, Leader 


Tyngsborough Boy Scouts, Troop No. 1 
The committee in charge of the Town Troop is as follows: 


Clarence Carkin, Chairman 
Chester Queen 

Warren W. Allgrove 

Carl Allgrove. 

George Bell 

Frank Linscott 


Robert De F. Lambert is scoutmaster, the assistant scoutmas- 
ters being Richard Starkey, Gardner Richardson, and Harold Con- 
stantine. 

The Boy Scouts wish to thank the members of the School 
Committee for the use of the School Auditorium for their meetings. 

Last spring a Camporee was held at the Lowell Textile Insti- 
tute Grounds. Ten of the local scouts attended. 


Chestnut Trees of the Past 


“Let’s go chestnut hunting.” This is a sentence that is seldom 
heard now as we used to hear it in the early fall, after the first 
heavy frost, but in the year of 1904 a blight started on our fine old 
chestnut trees and finally killed them all throughout New England. 

The gathering of these delicious, soft shelled nuts is a thing of 
the past. There are a few small shoots that grew from the roots of 
the old trees that survived the blight, and these live only a few 
years. There are a few of these trees scattered around in this 
section. 

At a Grange meeting in Westford last fall Mr. Clyde Prescott 
gave me a small branch with two or three burrs with chestnuts in 
them. I enjoyed showing this to the older generation who remem- 
bered the trees and also to the younger folks who had never seen 
them. 

These chestnuts came from one of the shoots that grew irom 
one of Mr. Prescott’s tree roots. This particiular tree is 24 inches 
around at the base, 20 feet high and has a spread of about 10 feet. 
There are three other shoots from this same stump that measure 
about 18 inches in circumference and two other shoots that have 
already died. Mr. Prescott has another tree which he thinks came 
from seed. 

In the current issue (March 1949) of the “Country Gentleman” 
there is an article about nut trees in which is mentioned this blight 
starting in 1904. It goes on to say that there is a Chinese chestnut 
tree which is blight resistant, grows quickly and yields heavily. 
These are recommended for people to set out along with other 
varieties of nut trees. 


Red Cross 


The appeal for funds during the year 1948, for the purpose of 
carrying on the work of the Red Cross was cheerfully and gen- 
erously met. Also some sewing was done, principally girls’ dresses 
and layettes. The sewing and knitting activities have not been as 
pressing, however, since the necessity of sending garments overseas 
has abated. 

During the year there have been twenty-seven cases in which 
Tyngsborough residents have availed themselves of the services of 
the Red Cross. These include the taking of aptitude tests, which 
have proved very helpful, securing pension claims, some of which 
had previously been denied, and other government benefits, making 
reports for the Veterans Administration, guidance in family prob- 
lems, and assistance in making claims for compensat.on by those 
who were prisoners of war. 

Services such as those mentioned are often of great value to 
the persons involved, but involve little publicity, but they, as well 
as the more notorious work of relief in wars and major disasters, 
are reasons for the generous support of this great organization. 

Rk. W. Sherburne 
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PERHAM & QUEEN’S 


NATION-WIDE GROGERD 
ct 


Swifts Meats 
Fresh Fruits 
Vegetables 
Ice Cream 


Frozen Foods 


MILTON BRAND QUALITY GROCERIES 


é 


TEL. 2311 


DELIVERY 


George Bell Wilbur Farrow Arthur Bell 
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“SOUP TO NUTS” 


A Farce in Three Acts 
By 
AUSTIN GOETZ 
TYNGSBORO TOWN HALL 
Thursday and Friday — April 7 and 8, 1949 


VLD Sma tl Obie as IC TOUT) oe gec. take ecaeeree ee ae etn erate th eed ce cee See Muriel Cobleigh 
MER SaROd ERB BEAMS 2a cman, Widows cman pec sttmor st teaemteees Helen Lustig 
pve INT CLAT BA MS Sa lOve patent tere: sateen mercer cctee cee vaste €zsS le Janet Clarke 
DOG EO Re BLISIel se thesag ninis tia COr secs, 2 os ahate dene ccdsnvi vss teazseuels Freeman Spindell 
DOD BENNENG [ON ary Oumar Vert haidkiy-. tne iaeslSeeacrtvns Joe Pelletier 
SHI RINAY GAL Hi WEIS rae Sibi tees en ies oes teen tavascsseeedagere Callie Bancroft 
GLALR EDA ON@herigaatiiil warden tee rere en tcy.s-esccehe sean Barbara Knight 
DAMON GOODERE TEL G)Wirsatimotc. OTOUCL (irdeay oncmiine sarc daeeacccnes Dave Boucher 
PAC SC) Te COMmied BOs UCle ee ne meer Mier Weare ate N sail ence Mia soecccae Merrill Little 
DAVID: SiR ONG. shoo lymnic Gatries COmUCNCel 2805-0cccensesceeesoctourtar- Frank Parker 
URES NOEL) Yee Pe Un) Fd gio Bol nV IS PAI VE TR ee asco e400 seeks inidnccnces ce wee: Barbara Spindell 
PC OLINGIIGVVommatsin searcms Of MCA IU 02m. oo tgte ey cedratyccnesccoentemetcee Larry Dupuis 


Time: The Future 
Place: Lounge of the Eatlight Sanatarium in the California Desert. 


Act I A June morning 

Act II ‘Two hours later 

Act III A half hour later 

Director: George Schoot 

Stage, Scenery, Costumes: Frances Gray and Curtis Lustig 
Prompter: Frances Gray 

Make-up: Betty Vernet 


Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French. 


Rosemarie Harms 


Twiss Road, North Chelmsford 
RAW OR PASTEURIZED MILK 
from our own herd 
POULTRY — EGGS 
Tel. Lowell 33857 


Compliments of 


W. H. DAVIS & SON 


DAIRY BAR AND SUNSET FARMS 


Compliments of 
MAXFIELD PRESS, INC. 


PRINTING — GREETING CARDS 
INTERTYPE COMPOSITION for the TRADE 


301 Main St. Tel. 345 Nashua 
cng nn a a en 
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Tyngsboro and The Ice Age 
(Continued from Page Two) 


The temporary fresh water lakes formed by ice dams at their 
north ends, such as this lake at Canaan, were fed by summer 
streams from the ice loaded with dirt. In winter the dirt settled to 
the lake floors in clearly marked annual strata; “varves” they are 
called. A typical varve may be, say, a half inch thick. They are 
plainly visible today in many clay banks and pits, as at Mink 
Brook, near Hanover, New Hampshire. To count them from the 
bottom up is to count the corresponding years in the retreat of the 
ice. The varves are better developed and exposed in the Connecti- 
cut River valley than in the Merrimack valley. Counting them at 
various places from Hartford, Connecticut to Saint Johnsbury, 
Vermont, and piecing the results together, it is found that the ice 
front took about 4,500 years to back off so far; this is a rather 
close estimate of the time. By this method, aided and checked by 
other clues, it may be estimated, very roughly, that the time has 
been 40,000 years since the ice began to back away from Long 
Island, and 30,000 since Tyngsboro was uncovered. 


Will the ice come again to Tyngsboro? Nobody knows. Care- 
ful measurements show that in the last twenty years the ocean 
level has risen three or four inches all over the world. This means 
that the present continental ice-caps have been shrinking. But this 
change is not representative of the changes in earlier correspond- 
ing periods. The recent shrinkage of the ice-caps may well be a 
mere transient fluctuation, of no significance for the long view. 
Should the ice-caps melt away entirely, the ocean level would rise 
a hundred feet and our valley would again be an estuary of the 
sea. 


In some regions that were under the ice there are now hills of 
a certain type, called “drumlins.” A typical drumlin may be a half 
mile to a mile long at its base, a third as wide, a hundred feet 
high, its longer axis lying in the direction of the ice movement, 
somewhat steeper at its north end than at its south end but other- 
wise smoothly rounded from end to end and side to side, and com- 
posed of clay and some stones of moderate size. However, many 
drumlins vary from this type. 


In the last stages of the ice age, the residual ice became ex- 
ceedingly dirty, loaded or overloaded with mud, sand and clay. At 
some places where the dirt was clayey and sticky, the clay adhered 
to the underlying ground, and the advancing ice rode over it. It 
would seem that this overriding ice was so full of clay that it could 
not be carried, and successive layers of clay, mixed with some 
gravel and stones, were pasted on at the same place; as a masonry 
wall may be built up by adding layer after layer of mortar. Ac- 
cording to this view, all this happened while the ice front was not 
far south and therefore the ice was only a few hundred feet deep. 
These accumulations of clayey till were spotty and, as they became 
higher, the moving ice had a tendency to plow its way between 
them instead of over them. Thus the weight of the ice was more 
at the low places and kept the clay gouged out there; and being 
less at the high places, the clay was plastered down there and made 
to stick and not wipe off. Whether or not this is the true explana- 
tion, the drumlins are undoubtedly a product of the ice action. Here 
in Tyngsboro, Curtiss Hill and Abrams Hil! are drumlins; in Dun- 
stable, Forest Hill and Kendall Hill. A half mile over the line in 
Westford, Flushing Hill is a beautifull drumlin. All these hills are 
named on the Tyngsboro topographic map of the U. S. Geological 
Survey, of which there is a copy in the Littlefield Library. The 
boundary point where Tyngsboro, Westford and Groton meet is 
near the summit of another drumlin, Millstone Hill. In Lowell, 
Christian Hill, Fort Hill and Whortleberry Hill are drumlins, the 
last named with a flank in Tyngsboro. In Boston, Bunker Hill, 
Breeds Hill and Dorchester Heights are drumlins. Drumlins are 
numerous in some regions, scarce in others, and of course wholly 
absent south of the terminal moraine. It may be that their local 
frequency of occurrence in the north depends on the presence or 
absence of sticky clay as the raw material of which they are made. 


They are most impressive when found in clusters in unforested 


country. There is a typical drumlin near Palmyra, New York, on 
which the Mormons have made a park, and on its bold north end, 
facing north, they have placed an imposing and graceful angel 
statue. We may not know the explanation for these beautiful 
shapely hills, but there they are for us to enjoy, whether we come 
upon them in the lower Merrimack valley or in western New York 
or southeastern Wisconsin or elsewhere. 


I am grateful to Mrs. Catharine W. Lambert for her help in 
gathering data for this sketch. The committee wishes to express its 
thanks to Mr. Carl Richmond for writing this interesting and in- 
formative article. 


Report of the Annual Meeting 


The annual meeting of the Village Improvement Association 
was held in the Lower Town Hall on November 19, 1948, at halt 
past seven. It was preceded by a turkey short-cake supper, with 
Mr. and Mrs. Carkin in charge of the kitchen, and Mrs. Avis 
Clarke in charge of the dining room. 

The meeting was called to order by the President, Harvey F. 
Pineo. Read and accepted were reports of the Clerk, Treasurer, 
Auditor, Executive Committee and Playground Committee. 

The nominating committee, Myron Hartford, chairman, Horace 
Clarke and James Woodward, presented the following list of off- 
cers for the coming year: 

President, Clarence A. Carkin 

Ist Vice President, Chester H. Queen 

2nd Vice President, Bertrand R. Currier 

Clerk and Corresponding Secretary, Anna F. Elliott 
Treasurer, Roscoe C. Turner 

Auditor, Raymond W. Sherburne 

Executive Committee for three years, Mr. and Mrs. Curtis 
(eelbystics 

Executive Committee for one year, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry B. 
Vernet. 

As directed, the clerk cast one ballot and the entire slate was 
declared elected. 

Mr. Carkin called attention to the gencrous amount spent on 
the ball park during the year by the Association. As the expense 
will be an annual one, it was voted to recommend to the Selectmen 
that the town take over this project: and that an article to this 
effect be inserted in the Town Warrant. 

Under “new business” the clerk was directed to set aside a 
page in the records in memory of Dr. Emma Butterfield, Dr. Fred- 
erick D. Lambert, Carlos Dunning, Grace Coburn, Carrie Knight 
and John Lord. The flowers on the head table were an added trib- 
ute to deceased members. 

Guests were Dr. William F. Slade of the Evangelical Church, 
who gave the invocation, Mrs. Slade, and the Rev. Edmond Lupien 
of Pepperell, who was the speaker of the evening. 


Anna F. Elliott, Clerk. 


Tyngsboro Grange No. 222 


The regular meetings of Tyngsboro Grange are held on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of the month. 

We will have a large class of new members to be initiated at 
the degree work to be conducted on April 12 and April 20. 


The new members come from all sections of the town which 
shows that the Grange is well represented in town. 

The present officers are: 

George W. Shipley, Master; Daisy Wilkins, Overseer; Marion 
Dingle, Lecturer; Raymond Wilkins, Steward; Nelson Chute, 
Assistant Steward; May H. Shepherd, Chaplain; Raymond W. 
Sherburne, Treasurer; Edith M. Carter, Secretary; Darrel Single- 
ton, Gatekeeper; Mona Hainsworth, Ceres; Ruth Sliney, Pomona ; 
Grace Stratton, Flora; Eleanor S. Riley, Pianist; and George R. 
Robeson, Chester H. Queen, and Warren W. Allgrove, Executive 
Committee. 

George W. Shipley, Master 
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H. A. PERREAULT & SON 


He ROFL Sebeo.EL 
Delivered every ‘Tuesday in ‘Tyngsboro 


Pelham, N. H. — Tel. 108-3 


MIL-FAR TURKEY FARM AND HATCHERY 


HOME-MADE TURKEY PIES 
Day Old Poults Started Poults 
Hatching Eggs Breeding Stock 
DRESSED TURKEYS AVAILABLE YEAR ROUND 


Telephone 2581 H. A. Farrow, Prop. 


BOTTLED GAS SERVICE 


for 
Cooking and Refrigeration, Water Heating, Home Heating 


Restaurants -— Poultry Brooding 


For Information call Lowell 6851 


LOWELL GAS CO. 


22 Shattuck St. Agents for Gas Inc. Lowell, Mass. 


BENNETT HARDWARE CO. 


269 Dutton St. - Lowell, Mass. 


(owned and operated by McKittrick Hdw. Co.) 
Poultry Equipment - Farm Tools - Stove Pipe - Roofing Mat 
erials - Plumbing Supplies Small Tools 

Household Hardware - Fencing Material 


Telephone 8301 


MERRIMACK VALLEY NURSERY 


— FLOWERS and PLANTS For All Occasions — 


Lilies, Potted Plants and Cut Flowers For Memorial Day Anniversary Baskets 
for Easter and Mother’s Day Baskets - Urns - Bouquets Sympathy Bouquets 
Geraniums a Specialty Funeral Work 


Ralph B. Currier Tel. 2111 Charles H. Currier 
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THE COBURN POULTRY FARMS 


Tyngsboro Massachusetts 


RED WING DINER OF TYNGSBORO INC. 


HOME OF CHOICE FOODS and GOOD PASTRY 


Middlesex Road Dial 3601 


TYNGSBOROUGH COUNTRY CLUB 


FORD’S SERVICE STATION 


Middlesex Road Tyngsboro, Mass. 
Tel. Tyngs. 2781 


SUNOCO DYNAFUEL 


Lubrication Tires Accessories Batteries 


ALEX IMOORE 


WHOLESALE BEEF AND PROVISIONS 


Telephone 2941 
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SHERBURNE BROTHERS 


Dealers in 


LUMBER and WOOD 
Also manufacturers of PURE CIDER and CIDER VINEGAR 


Telephone Tyngs. 3155 


McKITTRICK HARDWARE CO. 


60 Fletcher St. Lowell, Mass. 
Phone 7593 
INDUSTRIAL and MILL. HARDWARE 


Bolts, Lag Screws, Cap Screws, Set Screws, Tools, Builders Hardware, Grinding Wheels, Ladders, Glass, Paints, Oils, Ropes, 
Brushes, V-Belt Drives, V-Belt Pulleys for small motors 


THE ACADEMY OF NOTRE DAME 


Tyngsboro - Massachusetts 


A Catholic Boarding and Day School for Girls, Gonducted by the Sisters of Notre Dame 

The Academy replaces the boarding department of Notre Dame Academy, Lowell. It comprises Primary, Grammar and 
High School classes with regular courses, College Preparatory and Secretarial. The opportunities for outdoor sports are ex- 
ceptional. The Music and Art Departments are open to non-resident pupils. 


Address:- Sister Superior 


Compliments of 


A FRIEND 


Compliments of 


THE HARTFORD POULTRY FARMS 


NASHUA, N. H. 
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JOHN C. COTE 


COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 


Specializing in Aerial and Color Photography 


1600 LAKEVIEW AVE. 


Dracut, Mass. Tel. 2-4173 


JERRY LIPPE’S SERVICE STATION 


Hours 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. 


SOCONY PRODUCTS 


ICE CREAM TONIC 


Middlesex Rd. Tyngsboro 


THE JENNY STATION 


GAS — OIL — ACCESSORIES 


Webster D. Hill, Prop. 


Route 3 Tyngsboro, Mass. 
Tel. 2731 
JACK DEBARBIAN 
RANGE and FUEL OILS 
Dunstable Tel. Tyngs. 2550 


Compliments of 


GREEN RIDGE FARM 


Tel. 554-W5 


All pastries made on premises. 


THE WHITE GOBBLER 


FOOD AT ITS BEST 
by EDITH VINAL 


Open daily 12 noon to 9:00 p. m. 


Route 3 Lowell Rd. Nashua, N. H. 


WARREN W. ALLGROVE 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 


429 Hildreth Bldg. 45 Merrimack St. 


Lowell, Mass. 


Phone: Office Lowell 2-7300 
Home Tyngs 3524 


BOUCHER’S SERVICE STATION 


TEXACO GAS and OIL 


Lubrication and Greasing 


Middlesex Rd. Phone 2171 


ROGERS & SHERBURNE 


ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 


500 Hildreth Bldg. 45 Merrimack St. 


Lowell, Mass. 


QGRGHIDS GREATED BYeGALEIE 
at 


CALLIE’S HANDICRAFT GIFT SHOP 


at the Bancroft Homestead 


Route 3—near State Line 
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“OUR” RIVERSIDE BEAUTY SALON 


Frost Rd. 
Tyngsboro, Mass. 


Tel. 3555 
SMITTY’S STORE 
HOT DOGS and HAMBURGS 


Frost Rd., Tyngsboro Geo. Smith, Prop. 


EDWARD MARCHAND 
RANGE and FUEL OIL 
Steadman St., Lowell Telephone 2-0811 
POWER BURNERS and SERVICE 


Compliments of 


BOY SCOUTS, TROOP 1 


HARRY L. LITTLEHALE 
NOTARY PUBLIC 
Telephone 2321: 


Compliments of 
DUPUIS 
MIDDLESEX ROAD 


PICNIC GROUNDS with TABLES 
GROCERIES and TONIC 


Kenneth Cahoon, prop. Tyngsborough 


TED’S BULLDOZER SERVICE 
EXCAVATING and GRADING 


Free Estimate Tel. 3366 
~ Compliments of 
YOUR NURSE 
MARY T. KENNEY, R.N. 
FLANAGAN BROS. 
GAS and OILS 
Lakeview Avenue Dial 3369 


Tyngsborough, Mass. 


WALTER W. COBURN 


PIANO TUNING 


102 Highland Ave. Lowell, Mass. 


Tel. 8224 


Compliments of 


DR. CLARENCE BENT 


A-BA-CO INC. 


RANGE, FUEL OIL, GASOLINE 
Wholesale and Retail 


HEIL OIL BURNER AGENTS 


Tel. 9313 No. Chelmsford 


WILLIAM DOYLE 
FIRE and AUTO INSURANCE 


Resident Agent 
Telephone 3801 


Tel. 3811 


MARTIN BETZ 
ELECTRICIAN 
Wiring for light and power - Appliances repaired 


Pawtucket Blvd. Tyngsboro, Mass. 


THE KEYES FARM 


ROYAL W. KEYES 
Middlesex Rd. 


EDWARD M. KEYES 
Tel. 83592—2055 


Compliments of 


RAYMOND E. FORREST 


TYNGSBORO ICE CO. 
Wholesalers of Pure Natural Ice 


Telephone 2681 


SPRING CLEANING? 


Let us pick up your Rubbish and Garbage 


once a week. 
YEARLY RATES 


JOHN E. RILEY 


Tel. 2291 Tyngsboro 
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Compliments of 


SHATTUCK FARM 


Dealing in Milk and Cream since 1820 


VISIT OUR OLD FASHIONED STORE 


Phone Lawrence 4724 


River Rd. West Andover 


PALM GRAIN CO. 


Dealers in 


Poultry Supplies - Dairy Feeds 


HAY - STRAW - SALT 


1081 Gorham St. Tel. Lowell 2-1550 


PICKEN 


PRINTING 


NORTH CHELMSFORD, MASS. 


TEL. 20961 


E.A.WILSON CO. 


\ COAL-CUKE- FUEL OIL A 
Heating Equipment Building Materials 


700 Broadway 


Lowell, Mass. 


TEL. 6328 


- WM. SUMNER KENNEY 
COUNSELLOR-AT-LAW 


308 Sun Bldg. 8 Merrimack St. 
Phone 2-0172 


Lowell, Mass. 


Compliments of 


A FRIEND 


ERNEST G. SWEET 


NATURAL ICE - WHOLESALE and RETAIL 


WOOD 
Hardwood - Pine - Limbs 


Tel. Tyngs. 3466 


LAUNDERETTE 


Your whole week’s wash in 30 minutes 


SAVE TIME, MONEY, ENERGY 


224 Main St. Nashua 


Tel. 5182 


DUFF’S GARAGE 


TOWING SERVICE 


EXPERT WELDING 


GENERAL REPAIRING 


ACCESSORIES and SUPPLIES 


Telephone 2011 


Bob Duff, Prop. 


AR 100 


